
 

Welcome 
Thank you for your interest in the 1000 Books Before Kindergarten Program offered at the Jesse M Smith 
Memorial Library. The 1000 Books Foundation is operated exclusively for charitable, literary, and educational 
purposes.  

The objectives of the 1000 Books Before Kindergarten organization is: To promote reading to newborns, 
infants and toddlers, and to encourage adult and child bonding through reading. According to 1000 Books 
Before Kindergarten, “​Numerous studies estimate that as many as one in five children have difficulties learning 
to read.  Reading has been associated as an early indicator of academic success.  Public formal education 
does not typically start until ages 5-6.  Before then, parents and caregivers are the first education providers 
during the 0-5 early critical years. The 1000 Books Before Kindergarten challenge is a simple (read a book, 
any book to your child, with the goal of reading 1,000 before kindergarten) and very manageable endeavor.”  

More information can be found at 1000booksbeforekindergarten.org 

How do I get started with my child? 
To get started in the Jesse Smith Library’s program, you may print off the book tracker on our website at 
jmslibrary.org or you may stop into the Children’s Department to pick up a packet.  
 
How do I track reading? 
Simply track each book read by filling in one circle for every book that is read. You may fill in each circle any 
way you prefer (X, checkmark, fill-in). 
 
Are their prizes/incentives? 
Yes! Fill in your tracker and once you have reached 250, 500, 750 and 1000 books read, you may come into 
the library for a small prize! 
 
Those who complete the program with 1,000 books read, will also get a certificate of completion and their 
name on our Super Star Readers board.  
 
What counts for reading? 
Any  time your child is read to, count it! Did your child attend story time where they heard 2-3 books read 
aloud? Count those 2-3 books! Did your child want the same book read to them 5 times in a row? You may 
count that as 5 books! 
 
Is there an app? 
Yes. Download the free 1000 Books Before kindergarten tracker from your app store. Simply show us your 
phone/tracker when you come into the library to claim a prize.  
 
*Program name and logo are used with permission from the 1000 Books Foundation 
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